
Annual General Meeting, 2 July 2008 

 

1. Present 

52 members were present 

2. Apologies 

No apologies were received 

3. Minutes of the 2007 Annual General Meeting 

The minutes of the 2007 AGM were accepted as a true record. Proposed by Thelma 

Goodman, seconded by Tracey Jackson. 

4. Matter arising from previous minutes 

None 

5. Chair’s Report 

Another busy and eventful year has passed, with many of our members experiencing 

changes in the workplace and beyond. Nothing stands still in the Library environment, 

and we are increasingly called upon to adapt to new developments and technologies. 

Once again, the FIL Committee has been working to address these developments and 

we are keen to gather opinions and advice from our members. 

Much of the FIL Committee’s time during the past year has been taken up with 

planning this year’s conference, and we are delighted to see that so many of you have 

been able to attend. After some deliberation, the Committee decided to try a different 

type of conference venue for the first time and we hope that you agree with us that 

this has been a sensible and appropriate decision. I would like to thank our sponsors, 

British Library, Relais International, OCLC and Talis, for their support of this year’s 

conference. 

A successful and enjoyable visit to the newly – renovated John Rylands Library in 

Manchester was organised by Gill Wilson in December last year. The visit was jointly 

supported by Libraries North West (Now NWLIP) and the Forum for Interlending. 

Forty people attended the event. The Library, which houses The University of 

Manchester’s Special Collections, has recently won a RIBA award for innovative 

architecture. 

Peter Robinson was our main contact for this year’s FIL visit to Boston Spa, which 

took place on Friday March 14th. The day consisted of a series of short presentations. 

The Welcome Address was given by Andy Appleyard, Head of Document Delivery 

and Customer Services. Bob Aspey then gave a detailed description of the British 

Library’s new Additional Storage Programme. Susy Wootton, Boston Spa’s 



Marketing Manager, outlined BL’s recent and upcoming service developments, which 

included information on the Direct Plus service. Stewart Gillies ended the morning’s 

session with an informative talk on the British Library’s Newspaper Library. The 

newspaper collection is still housed at Colindale, but the building is expected to close 

in 2012 and the collections are undergoing a structured migration process. 

The afternoon started with a presentation by Frances Lill entitled “Getting the best 

from the BL’s Integrated Catalogue”. Graham Shaw detailed the BL’s current 

Collections Policy, and this was followed by a brief discussion on Care and Use of 

Library materials. Finally, a tour of the building was offered to those of us who had 

not previously visited the Document Supply Centre. Others joined in a lively panel 

discussion, chaired by Graham Titley, looking at issues concerning the interlending of 

non-print media. All in all it was an information-packed day and positive feedback 

was received by the twenty five FIL members who came along to the event. A written 

report of the BLDSC Day is expected to be published in our next Newsletter. 

Avril Patterson from University College Dublin was the winner of a sponsored place 

offered by FIL which enabled her to attend the ILDS Conference, held in Singapore 

last October. The title of the Conference was “Resource Sharing for the Future: 

Building blocks to success”. Avril subsequently wrote a very informative piece for the 

March 2008 FIL newsletter, in which details were given about the various papers 

presented at the Conference. Another current Committee member, Mike McGrath, 

delivered the keynote speech at the conference, in which he gave an overview of the 

rapid change which has occurred in document supply during recent years. We 

envisage that another sponsored place will be made available to the FIL membership 

for next year’s ILDS Conference which will be held in Hannover. The ILDS 

Conference takes place every two years. 

This year’s IFLA World Library and Information Congress will be held in Quebec 

from August 8th to August 15th. The title will be “Libraries without borders: 

Navigating towards global understanding” and the Document Delivery and Resource 

Sharing Committee, on which I represent FIL, has invited speakers from Singapore, 

Austria, Canada and Uganda to talk about their various perspectives on interlending 

across borders. The Section Committee is currently in the process of producing a 

Global Model Handbook on Resource Sharing and it is hoped that this will be 

completed by October 2009. 

FIL continues to send a committee representative to CONARLS meetings, and Gill 

Wilson has attended several meetings this year. Currently CONARLS members are 

working on the production of revised guidelines for the joint fiction reserve and are 

addressing issues concerning Non-English language fiction. Gill has also continued to 

manage the FIL website which has been kept up to date throughout the year. 

Thanks go to Marjory Lobban for producing this year’s FIL Newsletters. Marjory has 

worked hard on making improvements to our Newsletter this year, and you will have 

noticed that it is now printed in colour. We hope you agree that the appearance and 

regularity of the Newsletters is much improved. Please do not hesitate in sending us 

contributions on any topics which you consider relevant to the interlending and 

resource sharing community. As always, we welcome input from all our members. 



The Committee is currently working on the building of a complete electronic archive 

of all FIL Newsletters which we hope will be freely available by the end of the year. 

Subsequent newsletters will be made available on the website one year after 

publication, and the contents pages will be made available as soon as possible after 

publication. 

Sarah Washford, as Committee Secretary, has also worked particularly hard, not only 

producing minutes and agendas for the FIL Committee meetings, but also setting up a 

Conference Wiki which has provided daily updates on plans for this year’s 

conference. 

Next year we hope to organize some more one-day sessions for FIL members to 

attend. November has been highlighted as a possible date for one such event and the 

Committee will be discussing details at our next meeting in early Autumn. Keep an 

eye on the FIL website for news and developments. We always welcome ideas for 

discussion topics, so please feel free to get in touch with any of our FIL Committee 

Members to make suggestions. Topics which have already been suggested include self 

service interloans, university portal recognition and SED. 

Sadly, we now have to say farewell to some of our FIL Committee members. Carol 

Marshall has been an excellent treasurer and has kept our accounts meticulously over 

the past few years. She has also spent a lot of time gathering unpaid fees and chasing 

outstanding subscriptions from previous years so that all payments are up to date. 

Carol has been forced to stand down from the Committee due to changes at work, and 

Joanne Docherty, who is already a FIL committee member, has kindly offered to take 

on the role of treasurer from now on. 

Mike McGrath’s four year term has now come to an end. Thanks go to Mike for his 

contributions to the Committee as Marketing Officer, and it is worth noting that our 

membership increased last year following Mike’s publicity drive. Mike continues in 

his role of Editor of “Interlending and Document Supply”. 

Tracey Jackson has worked tirelessly over the past four years in her role as FIL’s 

Membership Secretary. Her contribution to the planning and organization of the past 

four conferences, often in the background, has been immense. Tracey’s organizational 

qualities and her constant attention to detail have ensured that FIL conferences have 

run smoothly and she will be sorely missed. 

I would, on behalf of FIL, like to thank all our retiring Committee members for the 

work they have done over the past few years and wish them well in the future. 

6. Statement of Accounts / Treasurer’s Report 

a. Treasurer’s Report 

I am pleased to present the Forum for Interlending and Information Delivery 

unaudited accounts for 2007. We ended the year with assets totalling £47,050.44 in 

the bank. 



The main sources of income were: 

Membership fees for 2007: 211 members £10,410.00 

Conference 2007: 46 delegates £11,315.00 

FIL at BLDSC, 2007: 39 delegates £ 1,130.00 

Royalties: £ 575.00 

Expenses included: 

Conference fees: £11,686.00 

FIL at BLDSC, 2007: £ 1.001.00 

IFLA expenses: £ 3,806.00 

Committee expenses: £ 3,064.00 

Printing, stationery and postage: £ 2,905.00 

Accountancy: £ 658.00 

All outstanding debtors / creditors for 2007 have been cleared. 

Current assets, (as of 31st May 2008), stand at £60,988.66. 

Projected membership fees for 2008: £10,110.00 (inc. outstanding debts of £260) 

Projected conference income 2008 £24,109.75, (inc. outstanding debts of £5,720) 

FIL at BLDSC, 2007: £ 640.00, (inc. outstanding debts of £30.00) 

Royalties: £ 294.48 

Expenses to date include: 

Conference fees: £ 5572.51 

FIL at BLDSC, 2007: £ 980.85 

IFLA expenses: £ 2,276.67 

Committee expenses: £ 2,223.59 

Printing, stationery and postage: £ 606.58 

Accountancy: £ 693.25 

The healthy nature of the organisations assets has allowed the FIL committee to 

ensure that membership charges, and the charges levied for FIL at BLDSC and this 

years conference were held at 2006 rates. The committee has agreed that a proportion 

of the current assets will be invested in one, or more, interest bearing accounts to best 

advantage. 

b. Statement of Accounts 

There were no questions about the statement of accouts and they were proposed by 

Joanne Docherty and seconded by Gillian Wilson. 

7. Newsletter 

In the absence of the newsletter editor, the newsletter report was covered in the 

chair’s report. 

8. Elections for the Committee 

The number of vacancies on the committee matched the number of nominations so all 

candidates were unopposed. The following were declared elected: 



Name Institution Proposed Seconded 

Gerry Coyle University of London Christine Shipman Wendy Calvert 

Christina Allgood Surrey County Libraries Sarah Washford Carol Marshall 

Sue Clarke University of Lancaster Gillian Wilson Rose Goodier 

9. AOB 

No other business was raised. 

 


