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UKNUC Feasibility Study

“When users were asked how often they would wish 
to use a UKNUC for various different purposes, the 
idea of locating all journals in a particular subject 
area achieved the highest score among most 
groups of researchers, with support ranging from 
72% to 95%, the highest score reached in response 
to this question. This is a definite indication of the 
need and support for a Serials National Union 
Catalogue.” 

UKNUC Feasibility Study, April 2001
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SUNCAT aims

• SUNCAT: freely available service
– For researchers & librarians, a single tool for 

the location of serials, including information 
about access

– For librarians, a central repository of high 
quality bibliographic records for downloading to 
local catalogues

• Additionally - to raise consciousness of the 
importance of quality serials information among UK 
researchers and librarians 
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What does SUNCAT Contain

"Serials" can be described as "... continuing 
resources, ... successively issued". They can include 
" ... integrating [resources] (e.g., updating loose-
leafs, updating Web sites). A serial can also include 
"... the following categories of finite resources (i.e., 
those with a predetermined conclusion): resources 
that exhibit characteristics of serials, such as 
successive issues, numbering, and frequency, but 
whose duration is limited (e.g., newsletters of 
events); reprints of serials; and finite integrating 
resources.“

AACR2
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What does SUNCAT contain?

• Whatever contributing libraries define as a serial in 
their local catalogues

• No article level information - but links through to 
tables of contents and full text of articles

• Antiquarian and current titles

• Print and electronic serials
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Contributing Libraries
• Aberdeen University
• Aberystwyth University
• Birmingham University
• Bolton University
• Bristol University
• British Geological Survey
• British Library
• Cambridge University
• Cardiff University
• Cranfield University
• Dundee University
• Durham University
• Edinburgh College of Art
• Edinburgh Napier University
• Edinburgh University
• Essex University
• Exeter University 
• Glasgow University
• Hull University
• Imperial College London
• Institute of Engineering & Technology
• Kent University
• King's College London
• Kingston University
• Lancaster University
• Leeds University
• Leicester University
• Liverpool University
• London Business School
• London School of Economics & Political 

Science
• London School of Hygiene & Tropical 

Medicine
• Loughborough University
• Manchester Metropolitan University
• Manchester Public Libraries
• Manchester University
• National Art Library
• National Institute for Medical Research

•National Library of Scotland
•National Library of Wales    
•National Maritime Museum 
•National Museum Wales
•Natural History Museum
•Newcastle University
•Nottingham University       
•Oxford University
•Queen's University Belfast
•Reading University
•Royal Botanic Garden, Edinburgh
•Royal Botanic Garden, Kew
•Royal College of Music
•Royal College of Nursing 
•Royal Geographical Society
•Royal Institute of British Architects
•Royal Society
•Royal Society of Medicine
•School of Oriental & African Studies, University of       
London 
•Sheffield Hallam University 
•Sheffield University 
•Society of Antiquaries of London
•Southampton University
•St Andrews University
•Stirling University 
•Sussex University
•Tate Library, Tate Britain 
•University College, London
•University of East Anglia 
•University of London Research Libraries
•University of Wales, Swansea
•University of the West of England 
•Warwick University
•Wellcome Library
•Wiener Library, Institute of Contemporary History 
•Women's Library, London Metropolitan University 
•York University
•Zoological Society of London
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Library OPACs

Community data SUNCAT

Licensed data

Harvested 
data

•75 Contributing libraries

•Conser & ISSN Register

•DOAJ

•Full text

•Visit library

•ILL

Titles and holdings information
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Who can SUNCAT help?

• Researchers
– Anyone seeking information about serials held in 

research libraries in the UK

• Library and information staff
– Serials librarians
– Reference and enquiry librarians
– Liaison librarians
– Collection management librarians
– Cataloguers
– And of course Inter-Library loan librarians
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Focus on Inter-Library Loans I

• SUNCAT is freely available at the point of use

• SUNCAT contains serials holdings information from 
75 UK research libraries including the British Library 
and is continuing to expand

• SUNCAT contains over 5 million records
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Focus on Inter-Library Loans II
You can use SUNCAT to… 

• Verify if you have the correct details for an ILL request

• Check if a particular serial is held in the UK

• Find where a particular serial is held in the UK

• Verify that a serial is NOT held locally

• Tailor searches to specific geographic areas or libraries, 
e.g. North of England

• Save/email records for future reference

• Streamline workflow

• Reduce the number of requests which need to be sent 
abroad or are unfulfilled
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Advanced Search or Browse

Fields to search

Limit to geographic 
area or particular 
library

Phrase search
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“Preferred” 
bibliographic 
record

Libraries’ holdings

Shelfmark

Summary holdings 
statement

Online?

Save/email record

Find similar

View “non-
preferred records”

Links to libraries’ 
websites
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Consultation with Users

• Small survey with ILL librarians (May 
2008)

• Impact and satisfaction survey with all 
users (April 2009)

• Downloading service interviews and survey 
with cataloguers (February 2010)
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Priorities for Cataloguers

• Add more Contributing Libraries’ records to the 
Z39.50 MARC downloading service

• Deduplicate records as much as possible
• Indicate record provenance on the brief record 

display (i.e. visible from search results screen)
• Highlight search functionality to cataloguing staff, 

e.g. limiting to records from specific libraries 
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ILL Priorities

• Addition of holding libraries to journal titles listed in 
the search results screen

• Adding more libraries to the catalogue, particularly 
public libraries

• Linking from SUNCAT holdings to the equivalent 
record on Contributing Libraries’ local catalogues

• Linking from SUNCAT to Table of Content (TOC) 
services
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All Users

• Impact and Satisfaction Online survey 2009
• Majority of respondents library or information 

professionals
• Wide range of library staff use SUNCAT
• Verified main usage of SUNCAT as tool for locating 

specific journals in the UK
• Also used to

– Check bibliographic details of journals
– Upgrade serials’ records on local catalogues
– Compare journal holdings with other libraries
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Priorities for All Users

• Adding more libraries to the catalogue
• Linking from SUNCAT holdings to the equivalent record 

on Contributing Libraries’ local catalogues
• Linking from SUNCAT to Table of Content (TOC) services
• Corroborates findings from ILL survey
• Also reducing amount of duplication on the catalogue
• Similar findings to recent OCLC report: Calhoun, K. and 

Cellentani, D. (2009), “Online catalogs: what users and 
librarians want”, 
http://www.oclc.org/reports/onlinecatalogs/default.htm

• Web 2.0 & personalisation less popular, except for
– Location focussed results (based on users’ 

preferences)
– Saving searches or records across sessions

• Mulligan, Zena. SUNCAT: the next steps for the UK’s 
national serials catalogue. Interlending & Document 
Supply, 37(4), 2009, pp.215-222. Preprint freely 
available at http://www.suncat.ac.uk/news/articles.html

http://www.oclc.org/reports/onlinecatalogs/default.htm�
http://www.suncat.ac.uk/news/articles.html�
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Wiener; Kingston; Tate Gallery

University of the Arts; BFI

Aberystwyth

Loughborough

Trinity College

Open University

Leeds Metropolitan University
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http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.wienerlibrary.co.uk/Assets/Images/usingthelibrary/CJS_0717%252001lo-res.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.wienerlibrary.co.uk/usinglibrary/usingthelibrary.aspx&usg=__kEMC1JWb9hpzDEtmyLZXmXtkNhY=&h=300&w=201&sz=111&hl=en&start=14&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=w-a-boU_1Egt_M:&tbnh=116&tbnw=78&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dwiener%2Blibrary%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DG%26tbs%3Disch:1�
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http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a9/BFI_London_IMAX_at_night.jpg&imgrefurl=http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:BFI_London_IMAX_at_night.jpg&usg=__UCi06gVJFbfB9ouQnzhh1nEhwkc=&h=1200&w=1600&sz=535&hl=en&start=2&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=fRHT_4RmbJBHGM:&tbnh=113&tbnw=150&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dbritish%2Bfilm%2Binstitute%2Blondon%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DG%26tbs%3Disch:1�
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Developments I

• Increase coverage
– Number of titles
– Geographic
– Specialist collections
– Types of libraries

• Expand record downloading facility

• Decrease duplication
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Records ordered by title.

Options to sort by year or author.

Information includes title, author, 
first year of publication and list of 
holding libraries.
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Links to article 
details on Zetoc
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Article details 
on Zetoc



Interlend, June 2010 26

Link to full text 
of article if local 
institution holds 
licence



Interlend, June 2010 27

Full text available in 
this case



Interlend, June 2010 28



Interlend, June 2010 29



Interlend, June 2010 30

Developments II

• Holding libraries listed on search results display

• Adding value links to SUNCAT records
– Table of Contents links
– OpenURL links
– Access links

• Personalisation
– Registration
– Saved records and searches
– Location based searching

http://m2m.edina.ac.uk/d2d/cs/android.html
http://mobilegeo.files.wordpress.com/2009/1

0/android.avi

http://m2m.edina.ac.uk/d2d/cs/android.html�
http://mobilegeo.files.wordpress.com/2009/10/android.avi�
http://mobilegeo.files.wordpress.com/2009/10/android.avi�
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Developments III

• Views onto SUNCAT
– Individual
– Consortial
– Regional

• Interface options
– Links to library catalogues
– Links to map and directions
– Browsing and faceting
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Working in Partnership

• Mimas: D2D work
• UK Research Reserve
• ISSN: PEPRS
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Discovery to delivery at 
EDINA and Mimas

• One year (August 2008-July 2009) funded (by JISC 
and the British Library) project. 

• Established links between services run at the 
national data centres in Manchester and Edinburgh.

• The services, SUNCAT and Copac now have direct 
links to Zetoc, the Table of Contents service owned 
by the British Library and operated by Mimas.
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Piloting an E-journal Preservation 
Registry Service (PEPRS)
• Funded by the JISC – August 2008 – July 2010 (2 

year extension being applied for)
• Objective – to allow users to find out the following:

– Is a particular title in a preservation 
programme?

– If so, which preservation agency or agencies is 
looking after it?

– Which volumes of the journal are in the 
preservation programme?

• Project deliverable – demonstrator system using 
metadata from the agencies (Portico; LOCKSS; E-
Depot; CLOCKSS) and ISSN Register
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SUNCAT Information & Help

• SUNCAT website
http://www.suncat.ac.uk

• Training guides

• Submitting queries

• Keeping up to date

• Promotional material

http://www.suncat.ac.uk/�
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Contact usBackground information, 
description & scope

SUNCAT standards & 
information for contributing 
libraries

Login

Guides & FAQ

News, articles & 
presentations

Links to related 
services

Blog
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SUNCAT: the Serials UNion CATalogue 
for the UK Research Community

http://www.suncat.ac.uk

Zena Mulligan
SUNCAT Project Officer

EDINA National Data Centre
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